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 I incorporated, into my three sections of Earth Science, an 
extra credit project in which the students were asked to tally 
their (or their family’s) personal energy usage.  In order to get 
good estimates on consumption, the students were required to use 
heating bills, gasoline mileage, electric bills, etc.  The 
students then used their energy consumption to develop a figure 
for carbon dioxide generation.  
 

In order to visualize the amount of carbon dioxide 
generated, the students converted the number into the “tree 
count” required to convert their carbon dioxide back into oxygen.
 I also asked the students to estimate how they might reduce 
impact by 10%. 
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 This course is an introductory level course for non-science 
majors.  It is designed to fulfill the natural science 
requirements.  The purpose of the course is to familiarize the 
student with the basic physical and chemical phenomena involved in 
an understanding of both the solid earth and its atmospheric 
phenomena.  
   
 The grade will be based on three one hour exams, a 
comprehensive final and quizzes: 
 3 ONE HOUR EXAMS :      100 POINTS EACH 
 COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM:     200 POINTS  
     EXTRA CREDIT –        quizzes :  max of 20 POINTS 
 
 Special Project – A student may earn additional points by 
doing a tally of their lifestyle’s contribution to carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere. Details will be provided in a supplemental 
handout. In order to receive the benefit of the Special Project 
credit a student may not have more than three recorded absences. 
 

Tentative Exam dates: February 22, March 29 and May 3 for the 
one hour exams.  The final is given according to the schedule put 
out by the Registrar's Office.  Anyone who cannot make a scheduled 
test should discuss the situation with me before the test is 
given. Ordinarily, make-up exams will be given only in cases of 



documented medical emergencies. 
 
The quizzes will be unannounced and there will be no make-up for 
any reason. 
 
 Attendance and participation in class is expected.  The 
course will include the following topics: 
 - latitude, longitude 
 - time zones 
 - navigation 
 - physics and chemistry of atoms and molecules 
 - heat and its transfer 
 - greenhouse effect  
 - properties of water 
 - atmospheric composition 
 - structure of the atmosphere 
 - solar energy 
 - humidity 
 - condensation 
 - adiabatic temperature changes 
 - cloud formation 
 - precipitation 
 - fog 
  - atmospheric pressure 
 - wind 
 - cyclones and anti- cyclones 
 - global circulation of atmosphere 
 - mid- latitudes circulation 
 - air masses and fronts 
 - severe weather systems 
 - forecasting 
 - air pollution 
 - the ozone problem   
 - rocks and minerals 
 - the rock cycle 
 - physical  and chemical weathering 
 - soil 
 - mass wasting 
 - surface water 
 - ground water 
 - glaciers 
 - earthquakes 
 - the earth's interior 
 - plate tectonics 
 - volcanoes 
 - mountains 
 - history of climate 
  



ADDENDUM TO EARTH SCIENCE SYLLABUS -  
   
 DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR/ATTENDANCE 
  
 This is a college level course, I expect mature, professional 
behavior from the students. The policy for this course will 
result in a grade reduction for each missed or disrupted class. 
 
Disruptions in class include activities such as: 
 - coming in late especially through the front door   
 - talking during class 
 - silly noises 
 - leaving early 

- "packing up" before the end of class 
- "other" to be defined as necessary 

 - use of cell phones –PLEASE MAKE SURE THEY DO NOT RING 
DURING CLASS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
A special note to Seniors:  I take this course very seriously; it 
will receive my best effort.  If you treat the course lightly – 
missing class, doing poorly on exams etc – you will fail this 
course.  Many times a senior who fails a second semester course 
will not graduate.  There is no extra credit beyond what is on the 
first page of this syllabus.   
 
 
 
IF YOU DO NOT EXPECT TO BE ABLE TO COMPLY WITH THE TERMS OF THE 
SYLLABUS – DROP THE COURSE NOW! 


